
   

 

 

      

 e N E W S L E T T E R  Issue 13, November 2012 

T he last Aquarobics class of the season took place on Saturday 22 September in perfect swimming conditions. The sky was 

blue, the sun was shining and the pool was gently steaming. Clare Ibal and her aqua heroines worked hard, knowing that a 
reward of hot chocolate and doughnuts awaited them afterwards. 

Class regular Venetia Bushby (pictured lst left) said “We are extremely fortunate to have this wonderful facility on our doorstep”.    

Clare will be running her regular Saturday morning sessions next year as usual.  If you are interested in attending, we will pub-
lish Clare’s contact details in the next issue.   

A s the last day of season on 23 September dawned wet and windy, it seemed a predictable end to what has been one of the 
wettest and coolest summers on record and certainly in the history of the Pool.  But when Trustee Andrew Butland totted up 

the figures, everyone got a surprise – the swim total for 2012 came in at 30,800, almost exactly the same as 2011 if you don’t 
include that amazing hot weekend after the season officially ended last year.   What really helped was the two weeks of almost 

unbroken sunshine at the start of the school holidays, after weeks of rain and gloom, when everybody rushed to soak up the 

rays on the terraces before the jet stream changed its mind again.  More and more swimmers are coming to know the pleasure 
of swimming in a quiet, warm pool even in the rain, especially with a hot shower afterwards, and a coffee in the Lido Kitchen, 

but sunshine when school is out is what really makes it a successful season.  So let’s heave a sigh of relief and hope for better 
weather next year.   

Diary note  Our AGM will take place on 29 November at 7.30pm—for more details, see page 3.   
             

          ppctnewsletter@gmail.com 

Aquarobics class ends the season on a high ! 

mailto:ppctnewsletter@gmail.com
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More Baptisms at Pool 

E nvironmental group Transition Portishead  set up their stall 
outside the pool on Sunday 21 October and celebrated Na-

tional Apple Day by inviting the local community  to bring   
apples from their gardens and have them processed into  

juice. Their new apple press and mill which was purchased 

with help from Waitrose and Portishead in Bloom was quickly 
hard at work and empty wine bottles were soon being filled 

with delicious juice.   
 

Last month the apple press had its first outing at a Commu-
nity Apple harvest at Weston Moor in Weston-in-Gordano.  

You can read more about this annual festival and other events 

on the Transition website 

Notice of Annual General 

Meeting 

V intage Community Church held a 
second baptism ceremony at the 

Pool on Sunday 30th September.   
The Vintage Community Church is 

run by husband and wife team Chris 

and Sarah James. It opened in Por-
tishead in 2010 with just a few fami-

lies, but it is now a thriving family 

church with a congre-
gation of around 90.  

Because the church’s 

Sunday morning ser-
vices are held at Por-

tishead Primary 
School, it does not 

have its own baptism 

facilities. Pastor Chris 
says that while they 

could hire in a baptis-
mal tank, it seemed a 

much better idea to 
use the fabulous com-

munity facility of the 

open air pool. 
Like the first occasion 

in June, the terraces 
were packed with 

friends and family of 

three members of the 
church, who were 

submersed in the pool 
as part of their bap-

tism ceremony.  
Chris added: “We hope to resume baptisms at the pool when 

it opens again for business in 2013.” 

“We hope to resume 

baptisms at the pool 

when it opens again 

for business in 2013” 

Celebrating National  

Apple day 

Top: Pool Trustee Andy Thatcher and Jon Gething 

(Transition Portishead) get pressing.  Bottom (l to r): 

Gill Gething, Sandy Tebbutt (Portishead in Bloom) and 

Andy bottle the vintage. 

T he 4th Annual General Meeting of the Trust will take place 
on Thursday 29 November 7.30 p.m., Clarence House, 

Portishead BS20 6PY.   
  

The first part of the meeting  will be for Members to carry out 

the formal business of the AGM, and this will be followed by 
an Open Meeting which will follow a similar format to this 

year’s successful open meetings.  Trustees and subgroups will 
report on activities and developments during the year, and 

will answer questions. 

Surplus furniture for sale 

F ancy a couple of spare dining 
chairs for Christmas and other 

family occasions?  We have some 
surplus good quality restaurant 

chairs and other furniture for 

sale. All proceeds will go to Trust 
funds.  Here are a couple of ex-

amples —for a list of everything 

available click here.  For guide 

prices or further information 

contact jane@stone-
cottage.org  

 
You can send your sealed bids 

to PPCT, c/o Kilkenny, Beach 
Road West, Portishead, Bristol 

BS20 7HX  by 15 December or 

hand them in at the AGM on 
29 November (see above). 

 

http://www.transitionportishead.org.uk/index.htm
http://www.portisheadopenairpool.org.uk/userfiles/file/Furniture%20sale%202012.pdf
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Six of the Best 

E conomia magazine, a monthly journal for the world of busi-

ness, finance and accountancy, recently listed Portishead 

Pool as one of six of the best lidos to visit this summer.  

 It reported that the “ pool celebrated its 50th anniversary in 

April.  Its longevity may be due to its fabulous location over-

looking the Bristol Channel. It’s home to a 33m heated pool 

and sun terraces. There’s a new café and tapas bar, The Lido 

Kitchen, run by the team behind Bristol favourite The Spotted 

Cow. So after your laps refuel with some tortilla” 

We are up there with some famous company.  Other pools its 

readers are recommended to try are Hampton Pool and Toot-

ing Bec Lido (London) , Saltdean Lido (Brighton), Jubilee Pool 

(Penzance) and Ilkley Pool and Lido (W Yorkshire).  To read 

the full article click here 

Prints raise funds for Pool 

P ool supporters who bought 

a limited edition print of the 

pool this summer will be 

pleased to know that they 

have helped raise £105.50 

towards Trust funds.  Local 

artists Sarah Souter and Liese 

Stanley have produced a se-

ries of art prints of local land-

marks which can be seen on 

their  

website and in businesses 

around the town , including 

these two beautiful posters of 

the pool. 

With Christmas present lists in 

mind, Souter & Stanley have 

agreed to continue their offer to 

donate 10% of sales to Trust 

funds, if people quote Portishead 

Pool when placing their order by 

phone (07813 947470) or email 

to: 

souterandstanley@gmail.com 

 

 

50th anniversary limited 

edition print 295 x 395cm 

Square limited edition 

print 230 x 230cm 

Richard spreads the word 

R ichard Nuell, a regular Pool user and volunteer recently 

wrote to H2Open, a monthly magazine for devotees of open 

water swimming encouraging swimmers to make the most of 

our fast disappearing open air pools, a case of ‘use them or 

lose them’ and a plea we heartily endorse! The text of his 

letter is published below: 

Long distance swimmer 

(3) 

C ontinuing last season’s topic of 

those travelling farthest to use 

Portishead Open Air Pool........ 

Paul Pinch, pictured with his part-

ner Penny, has been using the Pool 

at the weekend on a regular basis 

since summer 2010. Paul, who 

lives in Westcliff-on-Sea, Essex 

and works at the Department for 

Education in London, has been a 

frequent visitor to Portishead since 

meeting Penny at work. This 

means he travels a distance of some 237 miles to use the 

facility. 

Paul particularly likes the scenic coastal setting of the Pool, 

the atmosphere and the friendliness of the staff. He normally 

swims up to 60 lengths during a session, but sometimes up to 

100 lengths. The 33 metre length of the Pool is above the 

average of many indoor facilities and he feels this provides a 

challenging workout! 

Paul says ‘Swimming in the rain makes no difference, as the 

warmth of the Pool still makes it a pleasurable experience’. 

Penny and her sons are also regular swimmers and she en-

joyed helping during the Makeover in 2009. 

http://economia.icaew.com/Life/Six-of-the-best-lidos
http://www.souterandstanley.co.uk/
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Meet the Team  

(2) Barbara Waterhouse - 
Volunteer 

I  was born in Lon-
don in 1947 and 

as a child I swam 
regularly at   

Brockwell, a classic  

Lido which has 
been going strong 

since 1937.  After 
school I worked at 

the Bank of     
England in Bread 

Street, which is 

just round the 
corner from the 

more famous 
Threadneedle 

Street.  I later 

moved to Fulham, 
and worked for 

Sun Life, where I 
met my husband Bob and we settled down in Croydon before 

moving to Newport Close, Portishead in 1977 with our two 
young daughters.  

I have always been a keen swimmer and used to swim at 

Redwood Lodge before discovering the Pool in the Eighties 
when I joined some friends calling ourselves the ten o’clock 

group.  When we heard of the Council plans to close the pool 
in 2008 we became involved in the fight to save it, going on 

the march through the High Street and lobbying at the Town 

Hall.  I took part in the Makeover and since then have been a 
regular volunteer, including serving on the Trust’s HR sub-

Group.   

We’ve met so many nice people since becoming Members of 

the Trust.  I really enjoy being part of such a worthwhile local 
enterprise and helping to preserve our wonderful Pool for 

future generations. 

Meet the Team 

(1) Kiri Pearce—Lifeguard 

H i, I’m Kiri Pearce. 
I’m 21 years old 

and this has been 
my second season 

at the pool. I have 

lived in Portishead 
pretty much my 

whole life and went 
to High Down Jun-

iors and Gordano 
School. Following A-

Levels, I studied 

geography at the 
University of South-

ampton where I 
graduated this sum-

mer. I thoroughly 

enjoyed my time 
there and got in-

volved in a number 
of societies includ-

ing rowing and surf-
ing. To put off en-

tering the real world for another year, after a relaxing summer 

with no dissertations, coursework or exams to worry about, I 
am starting my PGCE Geography (and eventually PE) Secon-

dary Course at UWE.  

I became a lifeguard in my first year at university to help out 

with the living costs and because I love swimming and water 

sports.  Before uni, I swam for Bristol Henleaze Swimming 

Club and am in the water at every opportunity. It is lovely to 

work here (even if I am standing with 3 waterproof jackets on 

in the wind and rain!) as I spent a lot of my childhood coming 

to the pool and enjoying the fresh air. The only annoyance is 

that this year I have the company of my little brother to work 

with!  

Outdoor lane swimming—Canadian style! 

T hanks to the internet, we are now getting enquiries from 

swimmers as far away as the west coast of Canada.  In a 

recent email from Vancouver resident Richard Cook, he en-

quired about lane swimming at the Pool and how to find us on 

his planned visit to the UK next year.  He also told us about 

his own pool and sent us this amazing photo. 

 “Hello there.  I recently heard about your wonderful pool. I 

wanted to visit on my next trip to the UK. I reside in Vancou-

ver, Canada, where we have a splendid outdoor pool (Kitsilano 

Pool) which is open from May to mid-September.  It's an 

amazing 137 Meters long (Yes!!)  It must be one of the big-

gest anywhere, & one of several lovely outdoor pools we are 

lucky enough to enjoy! 

At 67 yrs., I swim there daily in summer usually three-

quarters to one mile.  In winter we have a 50M.indoor Aquatic 

Centre.” 

We sent Richard directions and some ideas for his stay and we 

look forward to seeing him next year. 

 

Kitsilano Pool, Vancouver, Canada 
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I ’m a great fan of Trip Advisor, a web-
site where ordinary people all over 

the world review places they’ve stayed 
while on holiday or on business.  As 

popular websites go, it is up there with 

the likes of Amazon, Facebook and 
Twitter, and it has expanded in recent 

years to include not just hotels, but 
destinations, restaurants, attractions, 

activities and more.   This year our Pool has appeared as one 
the attractions listed for Portishead and it is gratifying to see 

that nine reviews so far have been uniformly glowing, with 

titles like “Stunning outdoor heated pool”  and “Wonderful 
attraction”.   We don’t intend to rest on our laurels though. 

Our fantastic volunteers will be hard at work over the winter, 
cleaning, painting and refurbishing to make sure the pool is 

bright and clean to welcome more visitors next year, and staff 

and volunteers alike will try hard to make sure that everyone 
has as good as an experience as the reviewers who have 

posted so far.   

If you had a great experience at the Pool this year, do tell Trip 

Advisor about it—Ed 

Check us out on Trip Advisor 

Location, Location 

F ollowing last summer’s Gordano sixth form catwalk show, 
the Pool terraces once again provided the backdrop when 

2nd year fashion and design students from UWE staged a  
photo shoot last weekend of 1950s inspired designs as part of 

their degree projects.  Fashion Communications student  Evie 

Edwards who was organising the shoot told us “Our remit was 
to imagine we were designing a new collection for the up and 

coming British designer  Christopher Kane and we chose as 
our theme 1950s British holidays, so we are really grateful to 

the Trust for allowing us use this stunning location which fits 
the bill perfectly. “ 

Lotty Jones (left) and Melanie Lyse (right and top) 

model outfits created by student designers Elizabeth 

Ibbett and Kathy Thompson 

Parking Charge Fears for 
Lake Grounds 

I n our August issue (page 3) we reported that North Somer-
set Council were considering the introduction of on street 

car parking charges at the Lake Grounds,  which would have a 
serious effect on the Pool and other facilities.  In addition to 

raising an online petition and a paper petition at the Pool, the 

Chairman of the Trust David Coombes has written to NSC 

expressing our concerns which are summarised as follows: 
 

“In response to the possible introduction of charges for car 
parking in Portishead, the Trust have sent a submission to 

Councillor Clive Webb, Chair, Strategic Planning and Economic 
Development Policy and Scrutiny Panel (SPED) at North Som-

erset Council . 

The Trust’s response is based on the assumption that the 
Lake Grounds does not need traffic management (parking is 

on the highway, and there are no car park maintenance costs 
to cover), and so the purpose of parking charges at the Lake 

Grounds is primarily for revenue generation (for other areas, 
such the Roath Road car park, it has been suggested that 

charges are being proposed to cover the costs of maintaining 

the car park itself, and to prevent long-term parking). 

The key points made in our response are: 

Parking charges are a potential "volunteer tax" that will im-
pact on pool costs, as the pool has no dedicated parking for 

staff or volunteers. Parking charges will also impact on visitor 

numbers, by increasing the total cost of visits made by car; 
therefore, reducing pool income. As a non-profit making char-

ity, the only way we can manage any fall in income and in-
crease in costs, would be to cut back on maintenance expen-

diture.  We stressed that, after all the hard work that has 
been done over the last few years by volunteers,  local busi-

nesses and the Town Council, such a threat to the pool would 

be very poorly received by the local community. 

Any parking scheme will inevitably impact on the immediately 

surrounding roads that are not part of the scheme. For the 
pool, such an “edge effect” will potentially affect relations 

between the pool and local residents, if pool visitors use resi-

dential streets for parking in order to avoid paying for park-
ing on the Esplanade. (contd in column 2) 

(contd. from column 1) 

Day visitors to the Lake Grounds may initially intend to simply 

enjoy the view and setting, but then decide to visit the pool, 
the Lido Kitchen, and other facilities. Parking charges poten-

tially affects all these businesses.  

The Trust pointed out that pool supporters have started peti-
tions against the parking charge proposals, and we presented 

some examples of the comments made and shows the 
strength of feeling in the local community. At the time of writ-

ing the letter the online petition had 1,170*signatures and a 
paper petition at the pool around 1,000 signatures.” 

The online petition is still going and now has 1,213 signa-

tures.  It is not too late to add your name if you have not 
already done so – the next meeting of SPED (see above) is on 

19 November.  They will report their conclusions to the Ex-
ecutive Committee on 11 December and the next full meeting 

of the Council after that  will be on 19 February 2013.   

http://www.tripadvisor.co.uk/Attraction_Review-g580424-d2633757-Reviews-Portishead_Open_Air_Pool-Portishead_Somerset_England.html
http://www.tripadvisor.co.uk/ShowUserReviews-g580424-d2633757-r132256065-Portishead_Open_Air_Pool-Portishead_Somerset_England.html#REVIEWS
http://www.tripadvisor.co.uk/ShowUserReviews-g580424-d2633757-r138377776-Portishead_Open_Air_Pool-Portishead_Somerset_England.html#REVIEWS
http://www.tripadvisor.co.uk/ShowUserReviews-g580424-d2633757-r138377776-Portishead_Open_Air_Pool-Portishead_Somerset_England.html#REVIEWS
http://www.londonfashionweek.co.uk/designers_profile.aspx?DesignerID=69
http://www.portisheadopenairpool.org.uk/userfiles/file/August%202012%20Newsletter.pdf
http://signon.org/sign/no-car-parking-charges
http://signon.org/sign/no-car-parking-charges
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T R U S T  M A T T E R S  

 

YOUR COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS: 

In the interests of improving our service and efficiency, we have been asking pool supporters for their comments and sugges-

tions at the recent open meetings.  Here is a summary of these comments,  and the Trust’s response (in italics): 

Funding—don’t have free swims on the last day.  Discussion among some volunteers on end of season plans—if a day of free 

swims is being considered, it should be for volunteers and staff, not the general public. 

We didn’t plan to offer free swims on the last day this year, but we did discuss it because free swims in year one gener-

ated more income for the Pool in the form of donations than if we had asked people to pay normal rates 

In years two and three, free swims didn’t generate income, but gave us some useful publicity in the media. 

We decided against free swims this year and will almost certainly not do them on the last day in future.Social events for 

just volunteers and staff, incorporating free swims are under discussion. They need to be managed so they fit with our 

charitable status 

 

Volunteers—nice/jolly A5 flyer in library?  In volunteer agencies, voluntary sector organisations? Targetting those out of work—

how? Job Centre? 

Flyers are a good idea, but nearer to opening in spring 

We will go to job centre again and see how to advertise with them 

 

Need to consider why so many of our former volunteers are no longer with us. 

Most of our volunteers are still with us, a couple have moved away and a few can’t help because of ill health/other com-

mitments.  A few  may have been put off by the bad weather this year but basically we haven’t lost any for other rea-

sons. 

 

 

 

(Continued on page 7) 

Nicki is sponsored by 

 Nationwide 

W hen volunteer Nicki Faulkes found that her employer,  
Nationwide Building Society sponsors employees who give 

their time to charities and 
local community groups, 

she duly registered her 

volunteering hours at the 
Pool on their intranet and 

was delighted to receive a 
cheque for £200 towards 

Pool funds, which she has 
now passed on to the 

Trust—thank you Nicki 

and Nationwide!  Many 
large companies run simi-

lar schemes, either 
through donations or 

allowing their employees 

to volunteer during work-
ing hours—maybe your 

employer does this, or 
would consider the sug-

gestion from you?  Let us 
know. 

On the subject of donations, we must also thank Portishead 

Townswomen’s Guild for their recent donation of £25 to Pool 
funds. 

Stop Press—Triathlon Dates 

If you believe in starting your training early, Trustee Andrew 
has just informed us of two Triathlon dates at the Pool for 

2013:  9th June and 30th June.  Further details will be in 
the next newsletter or you can contact Andrew at 

andrewppct@gmail.com   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why not advertise your business here? 

 

Contact us on ppctnewsletter@gmail.com for further details 

http://www.nationwide.co.uk/NR/rdonlyres/18B2D32E-6020-4AAC-902E-566BDE8D7F23/0/CRFullReport.pdf
mailto:ppctnewsletter@gmail.com
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W hy not like our Page on Facebook or follow 

us on  Twitter and keep up with Pool 

events online?  Just click on the links to Face-

book and Twitter 

 

T R U S T  M A T T E R S  

Visit Gordano Sixth Form to ask for volunteers who could then put this on their CV 

Already happening—we have three 6th formers volunteering as part of their Electives programme on Wednesday after-

noons and we will try to build on this to get them and other students to come in the summer to help on reception and in 

the tuck shop.  One of the boys already helps out in the tuck shop. 

 

Benefits of volunteering article in local papers, eg. H’s experience, story from someone who had a life changing experience.  Ask 
if H would be willing to contribute to article. 

Great idea—we’ve suggested such an article to Gordano Living magazine 

Lifeguards—run an early summer lifeguard training course for some 16+ locals who could be around 2-3 years before going off 

to uni or jobs.   

Yes, we hope to implement this next year and we are looking at the finances and practicalities although we need to target 

people who are out of work, not school students.  The times we were short of lifeguards were during school hours at be-

ginning and end of summer 

 

Extend the season—can pool open in late September and October for weekends only?  Is there a way this can happen? 

Yes, this is perfectly feasible—we did this last year for one weekend.  It just depends on the numbers likely to turn up, 

weather and cost ... Watch the weather and Facebook! 

Swimming—improvers lessons 

We are hoping to start lessons next year—also thinking about offering diving lessons 

Display case—can we fit one outside to contain literature on the pool, that can be taken down when the pool is closed? 

We have a notice board outside which will be used during the closed season for this type of thing.   Currently it gives 

prices, opening times etc, but could contain pool literature. 

 

Fit a case at Reception for leaflets so they are not on the counter? 

Good idea! 

 

Changing Room Lights—separate light switch in Gents where there is little natural light, so that lights can be switched on inde-

pendently 

This is something we want to do.  Ideally all the lights should be controllable from the manager’s office, and we would 

also like to get more energy efficient lighting, for which there may be a grant, to further improve our green credentials. 

 

Reduced Entry Rate—can we consider this after, say 5pm or 5.30pm? 

Is there a demand for this?  There is no evidence that reducing prices would bring in more swimmers.  Swim’n’Dine initia-

tive with Lido Kitchen didn’t bring in hordes of swimmers looking for a cheap dip. 

 

Disabled Hoist—several comments on the suggestion that the Trust invest in a hoist.  Feelings expressed so far indicate that 
the money should be spent where it is most needed. 

We are legally bound to be accessible to ALL members of the community.  This includes those with disabilities as is part 

of our governing document.  However, there are no plans at present to fund a hoist out of pool funds—we are seeking 

specific targeted grant funding for this. 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued from page 6) 

Published by Portishead Pool Community Trust on      

www.portisheadopenairPool.org.uk 

https://www.facebook.com/PortisheadOpenAirPool
https://www.facebook.com/PortisheadOpenAirPool
https://twitter.com/#!/PortisheadLido
http://www.portisheadopenairpool.org.uk

