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Wave had a tremendous start to the Season with the best Easter weather for many years and Saturday seeing the warmest tempe rat ures
nce 1949. This is the first time the Pool has been open so early and most other seasonal lidos do not open until May, so t he risk paid off
and everyone had a really great time.

In this edition, we will be reporting on the first day of the Season and the Official Opening on Easter Monday, as well as th ree more
Meet the Team profiles and updates on the café , pool temperatures and season tickets.
ppctnewsletter@gmail.com

Easter Opening is Huge Success

-Fe Pool opened for the 2011 Season at midday on Thursday
21 April with sunny skies and an enticingly warm water tem-
perature of 28°C. By 11.30am quite a queue had built up at the
new entrance, at the head of which was an excited Troy Stevens,
11, from Stroud, with his mother, brother and sister. His mum
told me that the family had enjoyed themselves so much at the
Pool | ast season, they couldnoét wai't
Stroud had its own Lido, it is not open until May and the water is
unheated. Several other families had come from Bristol and
Gloucester, with one lady originally from southern California tell-
ing me that the Pool reminded her of home!

The weather remained glorious over the whole Bank Holiday
weekend, with swimmers and sunbathers flocking in every day.
Attendance figures were: Thursday 609, Friday 563, Saturday
660, Sunday 325, Monday 637, in total a whopping 2794. Keep
your fingers crossed that summer is as good as this wonderful
spring.

(See report on the Official Opening Ceremony overleaf).

Above: Jagger Fowler and friends call at the Tuck Shop Above top: Troy Stevens aged 11, right, was first in the
water on Opening Day

Above: Children enjoying the remodelled toddler pool
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Liam Fox Officially Declares Pool Open

Alf you w t to see an
example of the Bi

Society at work, com Eter Monday saw the official opening
to Portishead wher the Pool anq the inauguration of the
new Biomass Boiler by our local MP and
Defence Secretary Liam Fox , who ar-
rived shortly after midday. He was wel-
comed by a guard of honour from the Air
epitomized in Cadets, as well as  Sally Chorlton , Vice
project such as thi Chair of the Trust and Julie Davenport
. . CEO cif Good Energy who sponsored the
swi mmi n B 00 )
oiler.  They were escorted into the yard
by Duncan Faulkes to see the boiler work-
ing, and then to the poolside where Dr Fox officially christened
the boiler Tiger, the wi
chosen by a young man called Willsy. Afterwards, Dr Fox min-

gled with the sixty guests, including Trustees, local councillors
and volunteers.

community spirit is
strong and local
determination is

He told me how impressed he was by the
Trustbdés achievements and said #Alf
the Big Society at work, come to Portishead where community
spirit is strong and local determination can overcome problems,

as epitomised in a project such as

The Chairman of the Town Council,

Reyna Knight , cut the rib-

nning name

ylou w

this

bon to open the newly refurbished
Town Council was so pleased to be able to help with the dona-

tion to the toddler pool and we think it was money well spent.

The Pool is such an

asset to Porti
present 8 David Pasley , Don Cameron

, Ros and Martyn Cruse

were clearly delighted to see everything going so well and peo-
ple enjoying themselves. Many other pool users said how much they liked the toddler pool and volunteer

Jean Jelley , who has
worked at the Pool for many years, commented that she had never seen it so well used and that the walk -in slope was much more
attractive for little ones.

Anti -clockwise from top : Unveiling the plaque; Liam Fox with Juliet Davenport and Sally Chorlton; Dave Skelhorne,

Jake Fronda. Andy Thatcher and Ron Button; Reyna Knight cuts the ribbon, Liam Fox mingles with Trustees and vol-

unteers; birdds eye view of the Pool

( pi @ se@aur saceboakr site forymore pics)Br y a n

odd

heat

FarrIeII
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Meet the Team

Duncan Faulkes
Management Team

Good
Energy

25 April2011

Good Energyis proud to have been part of helping Portishead
Poolremoveitsreliance onfossil fuels by investinginanew
biomass boiler. By burning sustainable organic plant matter
instead of oil, the new boiler prevents almost 90 tonnes of CO,
frombeingreleased into the atmosphere every year - that’s the
equivalent of a plane flying around the earth, twice!

Putting power in the hands of the people and generating energy
inthe community that usesitis not only more efficient, but

N . ) means that consumers will have a closerand moreintelligent
om a projec t manager, and | organit s relationshipwithit. When people understand where energy
stallati on of t he new biomass boil el comes fromand have a sense of ownership of it, they will value
i N itmoreand useit less.
Pool. | am also a member of the Premises Sub -Committee. Togetherwedothis
I moved to the South West with my wife Nikki in 1996. At the ;
time | had a job in Scotland and while | was away working in LT BAYEDOlt
Grangemouth, Nicki accepted a new job and moved all our
belongings to Bristol. e
My father -in-l aw call s me 6the three degrece
Philosophy, one in Mechanical Engineering and | am currently
studying for a renewable energy MSc at Loughborough.
My career highlights
include years of
wor king with 6cl
and dirty water |

bulk pharmaceutical
manufacturing and

projects including
Solar Power and
Biomass.

Whilst living in Bris-
tol we used to es-
cape city life by cy-
cling over to the
Royal Inn for pub
lunches, however
we didnot
the outdoor pool

until after we moved here in 2005.

For some time we had hankered after living by the sea and
discovered our house having driven along the coast road on
the way back from a house  -hunting trip to Clevedon.

| have a keen interest in the weather so | can determine
whet her itds best to go dinghy
cycling in the Mendips or wild swimming in the outdoor pool.

I am a Black belt so if anyone
what to do!
Brenda Birkinshaw & Trustee
-opted as a

I have lived in Portishead since 2004 and was co
Trustee in 2009

John and | have been married 42 yrs and have two sons and
four grandchildren in Bristol and one daughter and one grand-
child in New Zealand (a good excuse for a long holiday)

| am now a Semi retired trainer, having spent my working life
in Social Care for the Elderly, mostly managing Residential
Homes for people with Dementia and training Social Care
staff.

Having become involved with the Trust for the Makeover, |
then helped form a committee for fund raising.

project management
of renewable energy

As a Trustee | am
involved with the
Health and Safety
at the Pool and
also enjoy volun-
teering in recep-
tion and the tuck
di scé&herer

| have taken the
lead onthe 50 ™
anniversary cele-
brations in 2012
(see page 4).

sai |l Anyfgeeimel Re d
have is spent with

t i nk Bgfamiyyeady o
ing, travelling,
card making and sewing.

Follow us on Twitter
Twitter

\/E’inow on Twitter! Follow us on our

e and look out for regular tweets from our Pool
staff with up to date stuff like holiday opening hours,
special events and promotions and more ...

Half Term Opening

If the weather forecast is good, we plan to operate sum-

mer holiday opening hours, ie 8.30am to 7pm during the

School Half Term 30 May -3 June. Look out for announce-
ments on our Facebook  site, the Pool website , Twitter or
call the Poolon 01275 843454
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William Hunter

gce graduating in Natural Sciences from Cambridge Uni-
rsity, my career has been in extraction metallurgy T
firstly steel making and then zinc smelting, mainly in opera-
tional and technical management. My final 15 years before
retirement were as a freelance consultant carrying out in-
vestigations and research globally.

My wife Liz, who was a theatre sister, and | first visited Por-
tishead in 1968, before we were married, and this happened
to be around Battery Point. We did not know that we would
be moving here in 1979, or that we would spend so much
time over the years at the pool, including with our children,
now in their 406s and | ong

We were very much involved with the campaign to save the
pool and with its makeover and are still involved with volun-
teer activities. We look after season (and Saver) tickets, do
volunteer sessions, and | am on the Health and Safety Sub
committee, monitor pool temperatures and chemicals and
make the odd film or poster, and we both get involved
where we feel we can help. Liz makes the best buns in Por-
tishead and | give a lot of excellent advice when | have not
been asked!

Looking ahead to 2012
Mini Olympics

' %

In the March Newsletter, we reported on proposals to hold a
mini Olympics from 2nd to 21st July next year to celebrate
the Pool 6s 50th
Olympic Games.

Trustee Brenda Birkinshaw is forming a committee to take
on certain areas of the planning and arranging:

5

T Marketing, sponsorship and funding

5

I General help 7 marshals and stewards
5

T Entertainment

5

T Catering

5

\f

Bookings and tickets

If you feel you could help in any of these capacities please
contact Brenda by e -mail brenda@brendabirkinshaw.co.uk

07896633900.  She would like to have the first meeting as
soon as possible.
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a n-ardinate with the Londann d

or
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0 Management Committee

Recycling our Wood Ash

myou know there are lots of uses for wood ash around the
use and garden? Check some of them out on This Old
House website. You can add it to your garden compost in

small amounts and spread it around your fruit bushes in the

spring. The Royal Horticultural Society also have some good

advice on their website.

If you would like some wood ash from Tiger, our biomass boiler,
bring a suitable container (eg an old compost bag or plastic
bucket with lid) down to the Pool during opening hours and our
Duty Managers will be happy to fill it for you. The ash is purely
from wood and there are no harmful additives.

Season tickets

Including those for whom we are still waiting on photos

(Nudge! Nudge!) we passed the 200 mark before the end of
April, which is more than the season total for either 2009 or

2010. They are still great value for regular swimmers even up to
the end of May. Just a reminder i you do not need expensive
photos i home printed are fine, so long as they are roughly
passport size.

Break -in at Restaurant

In the early hours on Sunday 17 April, police attended a break
in at the Pool cafe/restaurant. The intruder had entered the
premises through a broken window and an empty petrol can
was found at the scene.

Police have arrested a woman in her 40s in connection with the
incident and she was later released on bail pending further en-
quiries.
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Five The Beach is now Poolside!

Wre pleased and
cited to announce
that Mary and Alan Free-
man who run the well
known Five the Beach
licensed cafe on the sea-
front at Clevedon, will be
opening their new venue
at the Pool cafe on Mon-
day 23 May . Five
Poolside  will be offering

full English breakfast

until 11am daily with a selection of newspapers, lunch and
afternoon tea, as well as snacks and refreshments throughout
the day. Mary is famous locally for her delicious home made
cakes and we challenge you to find a better cream tea any-
where! For menu details , click on the link above.

The cafe will be open during Pool hours initially and hopes to
offer Sunset Suppers when fully staffed. Diary date:
intends to host an event on 25 May at 7pm for Members, Vol-
unteers and Staff 6 look out for further details on Facebook
the Pool website , or Twitter .

Volunteers Meeting

@9 May,venue and time to be confirmed. Trustees and
nagement subcommittee members will update volun-

teers on the opening weeks, the recent events around the

cafe, and plans for the summer. If you would like to add any
items to the agenda, please tell Ann Hailwood Look out for
further information posted at the pool and online (website and
Facebook).

Mary

Pool Temperatures

-Fe chart shows temperatures for the start of the season.
The Portishead solar index is an indication of relative solar
radiation in Portishead and therefore is a measure of sun-
shine. So far the water temperature has been very consistent
and the weather generally sunny, with a couple of less sunny
days on the weekend of 30 April/l May.

The latest chart can always be seen at http://
www.williamhunter.co.uk/POOL/2011pooltempsetc.pdf
lifeguards are also regularly measuring water quality and, on
26" April, the pool could not be opened until 2pm due to a
power failure stopping water treatment. We apologise, but
fisafety firsto.

. The

W,

Five Poolside and Five the
Beach are now
looking for staff

Experienced chefs
and front of house
staff

required
Contact Mary and Alan:
alanfreeman@btconnect.com

07774940348

Private Hire

not hire the Pool for your private functions
bs, school gala?

0 parties,

During the next four weeks, the following bookings have been

made:

To book, phone

, 1 o[* "AJu(]8 D «§ CE+ *"Aluu]
Mondays 6.30t7.30pm

Bristol and District Triathlon Club
Tuesdays 7 t8pm

Portishead and District Triathlon Club
Wednesdays 7 t8pm

Clevedon Swimming Club

Fridays from June
01275 843454 or email us at :

poolmanager@portisheadopenairpool.org.uk

The following hire charges apply:

Single lane hire (during normal swimming session) £25.00
Club pool hire per hour £70.00
Club Y2 pool per hour £40.00
1% hour & parties for up to 25 £90.00
Per additional hour £70.00

1% hour for parties for 26

Per additional hour

6 80
£140.00

£115.00
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